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  SEPTEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER  

 
Welcome to a new school year at St. Jerome!  We extend a special welcome to our new students 

and staff and a warm welcome back to our returning staff and students. 

 

A school newsletter will be sent home at the end of each month with the oldest or only child in your 

family.  The newsletter will keep you informed of events, special activities and learning projects at St. 

Jerome.  Our monthly calendar will give you a summary of planned events and priorities set for each 

month of the school year.  We hope it will be helpful in keeping you informed. 

 

Strong, positive communication between home and school is central to the success of our children.  All 

students at St. Jerome will be required to have and use an agenda book that they will take to and from 

school on a daily basis.  We ask that you share in your childôs daily school life by signing their agenda 

book each night.  The introductory pages of the agenda book outline the policies, procedures and 

routines in place at St. Jerome.  We ask that you review these pages with your children and sign in the 

designated spot to indicate that you have read and discussed the information.  Kindergarten children will 

receive a copy of the initial pages of information included in the elementary agenda book. 

 

St. Jerome is a vibrant, active and faith-filled learning community.  Our students are respectful, fun-

loving children who work hard to be the best in all that they do.  The positive support of our parents 

enriches our learning community on a daily basis.  We hope that with the support and involvement of 

our parish team at St. Alphonsus, our staff and our parents we can continue to build a strong Christ-

centered learning community for our children. 

 

We look forward to working with you in the upcoming months and hope that you will share in all the 

excitement and blessings that a new school year brings to all. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. G. Antonakis     Mr. W. Kowalchyk 

Principal     Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.stjerome.ecsd.net/


Staffing 2009-2010 

 
 

It is my pleasure to introduce the St. Jerome staff for the 2008-09 school year. The 

following is our staffing as it exists at this time. (*New staff members in BOLD)  

 

 

 Kindergarten (Full Day)    Mrs. Anna Cislik   

         

 Grade One     Mrs. Annemarie Simpson 

       Mr. Walter Kowalchyk  

            

 Grade Two     Mrs. Annette Khan 

         

 Grade Three     Mrs. Shauna Stelmaschuk  

        

 Grade Four/Five    Mrs. Connie Roy 

        

 Grade Five/Six    Ms. Monica Murphy   

         

 ESL      Mr. William Somogyvari  

   

 Administrative Assistant    Mrs. Maria De Oliveira 

 Office Assistant    Mrs. Anna Alves   

Media Resources/Teacher Assistant   Mrs. Jane Fedun 

Teacher Assistant    Ms. Diane Balatcka    

Teacher Assistant     Mrs. Shannon Chiarello  

Teacher Assistant     Mrs. Jackie Ewanchuk 

Teacher Assistant    Mrs. Wendy Gillie  

Teacher Assistant    Mrs. Maureen Keeler 

Head Custodian             Mr. Patrick Leduc 

Light Duty Custodian     Mrs. Rosalyn Andrews 

 

   

Assistant Principal     Mr. Walter Kowalchyk    

Principal      Mr. George Antonakis 

 

 

Hours Of Operation 

 

GRADES ONE TO SIX 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  Thursday 

 

8:45 a.m. ï 12:10 noon    8:45-11:52 Early Dismissal 

12:10 p.m. ï 12:50 p.m. Lunch   **REMINDER - No PM Classes 

12:50 p.m. ï 3:20 p.m.     on Thursdays 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  Thursday 

 

8:45 a.m. ï 12:10 noon    8:45-11:52 Early Dismissal 

12:10 p.m. ï 12:50 p.m. Lunch   **REMINDER ï No PM  

12:50 p.m. ï 3:20 p.m.     Kindergarten Class 

 

 

School Fees 

 

There are no school fees for Grades 1 to 6 for 2009-2010.   There is however a cost of 

$10.00 for the student Agenda.  In the event that an agenda is lost, the cost of 

replacement is $10.00. 

 

Ki ndergarten fees are $25.00 per month and are used to pay for craft materials, special 

activities, and kinder-cooking.  The fees also cover the cost of additional field trips, 

sports activities, and special events. 

 

Thank you to those parents who were able to take advantage of the pre-registration 

procedures in June.  If you have not yet paid for your childôs Kindergarten school 

fees please contact Mrs. De Oliveira in the school office. 

 

 

Transportation Of Students 

 

Please note the bus pass fees for the 2009-2010 school year are $27.00 per month. 
 

Payment for bus passes may be made as follows: 

 MONTHLY  ($27.00 per month) first month payable by September 10, 

2009. 

 TEN (10) post-dated cheques $27.00 each (dated the 1st of each month) or  

 ONE (1) cheque $270.00 issued for the total amount dated September 10, 2009. 

 

Edmonton Catholic Schools will be matching Edmonton Public Schools in offering 

FREE bus passes to our kindergarten children. 

 

Bus passes will be sold a week prior to the end of the month for the next month.  This 

helps to get all passes ready for the children before the end of the month. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to:   St. Jerome School.   

 

A family price of $23.00/month will be available for a family with 3 or more children.  

Please contact our school office for further information.   
 

Children are expected to have a valid bus pass within the first week of each new month.  

In addition, they must present the bus pass to the bus driver each day. 

 



Kindergarten and Grade 1 students must be met by a parent or guardian at the bus 

stop at all times prior to allowing the students off the bus.  If no one is at the bus 

stop the students will be returned to the school at which time you will be contacted. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation!  

 

 

Meet The Teacher-Parent Information Evening & Barbecue 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

One of the most important times for parents and teachers to come together is at the start 

of a new school year.  On this evening, St. Jerome will be providing free hot dogs and 

juice and the teachers will provide parents with classroom procedures, grade level 

curriculum expectations and information on the school philosophy and policies.  In 

addition, the School Council will be making a short presentation regarding their role with 

the school and how you can be involved with the decisions made with respect to your 

childôs education. 

 

We will begin with a presentation in the gym and introduction of the staff, followed by 

two sessions with the homeroom teacher in each classroom.  The repeat session is to 

allow parents to see more than one teacher during the evening. We hope you will join us 

for this very important event! 

 

All parents are encouraged to attend. Kindergarten parents are also most welcome to join 

us for the general whole-school parent information evening. 

 

 

Renovations Complete 

 

St. Jerome is pleased to announce that the renovations to our library are complete.  

With the library renovations, we have also added a new computer lab and 

classroom.  When in the school please stop by and see the wonderful changes.  As 

these changes have changed the look of our school you will notice we no longer 

have a direct path to the Kindergarten and Grade 1 classrooms without having to go 

through the library.  With this in mind we ask that any visitors to our school please 

remove their outdoor shoes prior to entering the school.  This will help to keep our 

school clean, especially the new library carpet.  In addition, we would ask that you 

please drop of your children and meet them at their designated entrance/exit doors. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Council News 

 

News from School Council/ Parent Advisory Association 

 
Dear parents and guardians, 

 

Welcome back to our returning families. To the new families at St Jerome, welcome, 

welcome, welcome! I hope the summer was wonderful for all of you. It is a new school 

year filled with many learning opportunities for our children at St Jerome Science 

Academy.  It is also a time to reconnect/connect with the family that is our school 

community, the St Jerome family.  My name is Rose Schwarz-Molzan.  I have been 

serving the school community as the school council chairperson for the past school year. 

My husband Ted and I are the parents of five children. At this time, we have two children 

attending St. Jerome. Katie is in Grade 6 and Michael is in Grade 3. Our family has been 

a part of the St Jerome family since 1998. Although we now no longer live in the 

immediate area, we still continue to bring our children to St Jerome Science Academy. It 

is our childrenôs home away from home. It is my hope that your children will also feel the 

same as they make their way through this school year.  

 

This year is also filled with many opportunities for us to grow as a school community, as 

the St Jerome family. The first school wide function of the year is the Meet the 

Teacher evening on Wednesday, September 16
th

 at 6:30 pm. Itôs an evening 

for you to meet the staff who guide our children in their learning throughout the year. Itôs 

also the time for you to meet many of the other families whose children attend St Jerome 

Science Academy and find out about upcoming events this year. Please take the time to 

stop by the beautiful new library, computer lab and classroom that was built over the 

summer.  

 

I hope that you will attend this evening with your family and I look forward to meeting 

many of you there. 

 

 If you have any questions or concerns you may contact me by phone at (780) 477-2649.  

Wishing you all a few more weeks of this beautiful weather! 

 

Rose 

 

 

School Uniforms 

 

Please ensure that your child(ren) have adequate school uniform clothing 

to wear for the school year.  If your child(ren) has/have outgrown their 

uniforms please stop by the office and pick up a uniform order form.  

Note, that jeans are not to be worn at St. Jerome.  

 

 



 
 

The next uniform order will be sent on September 18
th

, 2009. 

 

All order forms must be submitted to the school no later than 

3:30PM, Friday, September 18
th

, 2009. 

 

All orders must be accompanied by full payment and will take approximately 4 weeks to 

be received. 

Orders will be sent home with the oldest child unless otherwise specified. 

 

 

This yearôs schedule for orders is as follows: (please mark your calendars) 

Fall: Order deadline September 18, 2009 

Winter: Order deadline November 13, 2009 (only if there is a demand) 

Spring: Order deadline February 5, 2010 

Summer: Order deadline May 29, 2010 (for the fall 10/11 school year) 

 

 

Please call the school at 780-479-5847 and leave a message or contact Nadine McGuigan 

uniform co-ordinator) at 780-474-2483 with any questions regarding uniform orders. 

 

 

Snack Coordinator 

 

WANTED FOR THE 2009-10 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

St. Jerome is currently in need of a snack coordinator for the 2009-10 school year.  The 

role of the snack coordinator is to provide healthy snacks every day for all the students at 

St. Jerome.  A healthy food guide is available to assist in the planning of daily snacks.  In 

addition to providing daily snacks, the coordinator will be granted access to the Food 

bank twice a month in order to replenish the snack/food supply at the school, and may 

also be required to do some grocery shopping.  Training in safe food handling is offered. 

 

A monthly honorarium is offered by St Jerome PAC.  This position is shareable and is 

open to members of the community as well as family members from St. Jerome. 

 

If you are interested in making a positive impact on our students and want to learn 

more please call the school office at 780-479-5847.  If you require additional 

information contact Rose at 780-477-2649 or Jodi at 478-9258. 

 



District Consent Forms 

 

Parents do not need to provide consent or authorization on an annual basis.  Consent for 

ECSDNet and FOIP shall be signed at the initial registration of the student in the District 

and renewed when registering for grades 4, 7 and 10. 

 

1. The ECSDNet ï a parental consent form which allows students access to the 

Edmonton Catholic Schools District computer network and to the internet while 

on school property. 

2. Freedom of Information and Privacy (FOIP) ï a parental/guardians permission 

form giving permission for the school to collect, use or disclose student 

information. 

 

Parents are also reminded that they may withdraw their consent and authorization for 

ECSDNet and FOIP at any time. 

 

For further information, please contact our school office. 

 
 

Student Safety 

 

To maximize the safety of our students during the school day, all exterior doors are 

locked during school hours.  Only one of the main front doors located by the school 

office will be unlocked at all times.  

 

Students arriving late will need to enter using the main entrance doors.  Parents and 

visitors to the school during school hours will also have to enter using the main entrance 

doors and will be required to sign in at the office.  During recess, all supervisors will 

have access to the school via their school keys and will be able to allow children to enter 

the school to access the washrooms. 

 

These procedures will be reviewed with the children and they will be assured that access 

can always be gained through the main doors. 

 

We feel these procedures give more controlled access to our building and to our 

children during the school day.  
 

Thank you for your support in maintaining the safety of our children. 

 

 

Sign Out Procedures 

 

We remind all parents that if at any time, you will be picking up your child from school 

prior to regular dismissal time that you come into the office and sign him/her out. This 

allows us to better monitor the whereabouts of our children ensuring the safety of all of 

our students.  

 

We appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

 



Change Of Address Or Phone Number 

 

If you have changes to your telephone number and/or address now or throughout 

the school year, please notify the school at 780-479-5847.  It is essential that we 

have up-to-date information for our files, in case of illness or emergency.  Please 

ensure that we have current emergency contact numbers.  Thank you.  

   

 

Absences/Lates 

 

If your child will be absent or late for school we ask that you please call our 

school office at 780-479-5847 or feel free to call and leave a message on our 

answering machine.  

 

Each day directly following classroom attendance we will phone home to verify the 

whereabouts of missing children.  Each call we make for an unreported absence, 

takes time away from a potentially missing child. 

 

 

Lunch At School 

 

Students in grades kindergarten to six are welcome to bring lunch to 

school.  All children eat lunch in their classrooms.  Eating lunch at 

school is a privilege and a convenience for many families.  However, it 

involves the organization and scheduling of grade five and six student 

monitors to assist the students, and requires extra supervision for the 

administration and teachers.  Therefore, appropriate behavior on the part of all students is 

a condition of participating in lunchroom privileges.  We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the ñlunch monitorsò who provide a wonderful service to our school 

community. Please note that as there are several students with severe peanut allergies, we 

ask that you please send a peanut free lunch with your child. 

 

 

Collection Of Monies 

 
 

There are several times during the year when students must bring money to school.  

These include book orders and occasions when the teacher will collect money for 

activities such as field trips, special projects or bus passes.   

 

Please send money to the school in a separate envelope for each separate activity or 

program.  Please clearly mark the separate envelopes with your childôs name, homeroom 

and the program or activity.  This will certainly make the job of all of our coordinators 

much easier.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
 



Individual Picture Day  

 

Picture day for our school community will be: 

 

Monday, September 28
th

 in a.m.  

 
At this time only the individual photos will be taken.  Class photos will be 

taken at a later date.  Brochures will be sent home with all students prior to 

picture day.  Students will be allowed to dress in casual attire or in their 

school uniforms for the entire day. 

 

 

Wasteless Wednesdays 

 

Last year, ñWasteless Wednesdaysò were valuable in educating our students to be 

more environmentally aware.  As a result, St. Jerome will continue to have 

ñWasteless Wednesdaysò for the entire school year. 

 

Wasteless Wednesdays means: 

 Garbage free lunch! 

 No microwave use! 

 

Letôs work together for our planet! 

 

 

St. Jerome Flower Beds and Vegetable Garden 

 

The staff and students would like to thank those families which helped to water and weed 

our flower beds and vegetable gardens over the summer months.  We will be using the 

vegetables during our Feast of St. Jerome celebration. 

 

 

LearnAlberta Website 

LearnAlberta.ca supports lifelong learning by providing quality online resources to the 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 community in Alberta. Students, teachers, and parents can use 

the site to find multimedia learning resources that are correlated to the Alberta programs 

of study. 

St. Jerome families can access the LearnAlberta website using the following user name 

and password.  

Username: LA12 
Password: 2953 
 

 

http://www.learnalberta.ca/


 

 

 

 
 

 
September 2009 

 

ñBe truly glad.  There is wonderful joy ahead.ò (1 Peter 1:6 adapted) 

 

Recently, I had the opportunity to see and hear the sheer delight expressed by a youngster who is anxiously getting ready 
to enter grade one this year. As we, the staff, students, and parents prepare to begin another school year together, may all of us take a piece 
of this simple ñuplifting joyò into our school sites.  I would like to welcome all families that are new to our district and to welcome back all those 
whom we have had the pleasure to serve in previous years.   My wish for you this year is that you will be conscious of Godôs great love as 
lived out in our daily relationships with others who come into our lives.   
 
The summer weather has provided much time for the ongoing construction and modernization occurring in many of our school sites.  
Following are short updates of some of the projects: 
 

 Edmonton Catholic Schoolsô three new schools ( Monsignor Fee Otterson, Monsignor William Irwin and Sister Annata Brockman) 

continue to be under construction with school opening dates for these sites remaining for September, 2010.  Presently, these three 

schools have their exterior work completed and construction is taking place inside in each of the sites. 

 The major modernization at Archbishop MacDonald High School is well underway with the project presently on budget and on schedule. 

Class disruption during the 2009-10 school year will be kept to a minimum with full project completion expected by September, 2010.  

 The construction is progressing on the field house at St. Francis Xavier High School with a projected date of October, 2009 to have that 

building completely enclosed.  Occupancy and use of this new field house is scheduled for September, 2010. 

 

Thank you to our Facilities Services staff who also worked in many schools this summer to complete upgrading projects.   
 
I would also like to commend our custodial staff members who worked so diligently throughout the summer to clean and renew our schools, 
and to the other staff members who have efficiently closed off one school year and prepared the systems and environments to welcome our 
students for another year. 
 
In district satisfaction survey results for 2008/09, each group - staff, parents and students ï showed increases in satisfaction affirming that 
their school provided a good learning environment and most importantly felt that their school or site embraced faith and learning and 
celebrated its Catholic identity in a number of ways.  
 
These results continue to underpin our 2009-2010 District Plan for Continuous Growth ï celebrating and promoting our Catholicity in a 
responsive and responsible manner, and providing high levels of student learning with an emphasis on success for the First Nations, Metis 
and Inuit students we serve. As well, the health and safety of all students and staff continue to be a high priority as all district personnel will 
work closely with Alberta Health Services to strive for the highest level of compliance and provide parents with ongoing communication 
regarding the H1N1 virus. 
 
Along with the Board of Trustees, I have developed the following goals to support the District Plan for Continuous Growth: 

 Develop plans for greater community engagement in Catholic education 

 Continue to implement strategies for high school completion with a focus on Aboriginal students, ESL students and at risk students 

 Develop instructional leadership along with its dimensions for the 21
st
 century learner 

 Facilitate the implementation of Cycle 4 AISI projects 

 Continue to foster relationships/partnerships with external organizations and institutions 

 Prepare for further financial challenges in preparation of the 2010-2011 District budget. 

 I, along with the staff of Edmonton Catholic Schools, look forward to working with you this year as we serve each of your children with a rich, 
faith filled education.  May God bless each of you as we journey together this year. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Joan Carr 

Superintendent 



September 2009 

 

New Beginnings and Monarch Butterflies 

 I love butterflies. I always have. Even before I was old enough to go to school, I 

would sit in the back yard for hours and watch them dance among the flowers and 

garden. With their exotic colours and designs, they live up to their fabled nickname of 

ñWings of Paradise.ò 

 For some reason I am particularly drawn to the Monarch Butterfly.  

In the spring, the Monarch Butterfly begins a unique journey from the mountains 

of Mexico, travelling some 5,000 kilometres one way to southern parts of Canada, then in 

the fall begins the trek home. The first generation of flyers may have only reached the 

lower United States, where after as few as six weeks of life, they lay their eggs and die.  

The next generation continues the trek northward, taking as many as five generations to 

complete the round trip. 

The mere magnitude of the distance travelled by such a unique creature in the 

insect world is enough to boggle the mind. For me, what is even more amazing is the 

Monarch Butterfly undergoes this annual migration without GPS or a roadmap! 

How do they do it? From Mexico to Canada, then back again? No tour guides, 

road signs, no maps. 

The answer is simple Dear Watson:  God has placed a wonderful homing instinct 

in animals. For example, the robin flies south to a warmer climate for the winter, then 

returns in the spring to the same tree in the same backyard to build its nest. The salmon 

swims thousands of kilometres from the Fraser River to its feeding flats in the Pacific 

Ocean, then when its life cycle is about ended it returns to the same river it left, fighting 

its way up the falls and rocky shoals, refusing to stop until it comes to the same bend in 

the river where it was hatched. And thereôs the Monarch Butterfly.  

Is it only in animals that God has placed a homing instinct?  No, anyone who has 

been away from home for any length of time knows what it means to be homesick. God 

has placed within the heart of each of us a profound homing instinct for our real home, 

heaven, the Kingdom of God. Nothing on earth can satisfy our longing except for God. It 

is a precious, divine gift, a constant reminder that the most permanent dwelling place on 

earth is but a body, a tent, and that we are really pilgrims on our way to our permanent 

home in heaven with God. 

The meaning and goal of life for each of us is to respond to this homing instinct 

and to go home to God. We were made to live with God and nothing less will suffice. 

Now that the summer is drawing to a close, and we begin a new school year, what 

better way to start anew than by being more attentive to our homing instinct? With each 

new breath, with each new day, with each new friend, let us respond evermore to Godôs 

never-ending call to come home, to regain our true nature as Godôs sons and daughters. 

ñET,ò call home! 

 

Bishop David Motiuk 

Ukrainian Eparchy of Edmonton 
 



H1N1 Information for Parents 

 

As we start a new school year, our attention and awareness returns to the possibility of 

the H1N1 influenza.   We are encouraging parents to monitor their childôs health.  If your 

child has the flu, please keep them home for 24 hours after the symptoms have 

disappeared.  Staff and students are being asked to reduce the spread of germs by 

washing their hands frequently, covering coughs and staying home from school if they 

feel ill. Instructional hand washing and cover your cough posters as well as hand sanitizer 

stations are also being installed in all 84 Edmonton Catholic Schools.  

 

The District is also working closely with Alberta Health Services and will update parents 

and staff on important information as it becomes available. Our website www.ecsd.net 

has extensive information available and may answer any questions or concerns you may 

have.  Parents will also be receiving additional information in the next few weeks on 

H1N1 with a letter and Health Fact Sheet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discover E 
 

""The Faculty of Engineering at the University of Alberta is hosting a Girls, 
Engineering, and Mentorship Club (GEM Club) this fall for grades 3-8. Our goal is to 
foster academic confidence and to engage girls in science and engineering 
projects. Regular meetings will be held every Saturday from October 10 to 
November 29. Registration is $75 and begins September 1st. Please visit 
www.discovere.ualberta.ca, or call 780.492.8779 to register, and for more 
information.""  
 
 
 

Adult Learning  

 

Do you want to improve your reading, 
writing, or math skills?   
 

Join us at The Learning Centre, a free 
program for adults.  Learn with a group 
or a tutor in Northeast Edmonton.   
 

To find out more, call Susan at 780-471-
2598, or drop by #223, Abbottsfield Mall.   
 

We also welcome volunteer tutors! 

 

 

http://www.ecsd.net/
https://ecsdmail.ecsd.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.discovere.ualberta.ca
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