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June 2009 NEWSLETTER 
 

Message from the Administration 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

As the school year quickly draws to a close, it is appropriate that we take time to reflect on the many 

blessings that we have shared over the past year, working as a community of caregivers whose focus is 

the intellectual, spiritual and social development of the students at St. Jerome.  This is a special 

community where the generosity of many individuals contributes to the creation of a warm and caring 

learning environment and where home and school partnerships are collaborative and positive. 

 

We wish to thank the children, the staff, the school council, and all the parents for their kindness and 

support to us, and we ask that God continue to guide and bless each and every one of you. 

 

Have a safe and restful summer break!  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr. G. Antonakis     Mr. W. Kowalchyk 

Principal      Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjerome.ecsd.net/


2009-2010 Kindergarten Registrations 

 

We are continuing to accept kindergarten registrations for the 

2009-2010 school year.  Please note, we offer a FULL DAY 

Kindergarten Program at St. Jerome. 

 

If you are interested in our program for next September, please 

stop by our office to pick up a registration package or call the 

office at 479-5847.  Your child must be 5 years of age on or 

before March 1, 2010 to register. 

 

Word of mouth is our best advertising for new registrations so if 

you know of families who have kindergarten-aged children 

please share the news.  

 

 

Registration For 2009-10 

 

Students currently registered in Kindergarten through Grade 5 automatically have their spot reserved for 

them for next year at St. Jerome, A Science Academy.  We are welcoming new students on a regular 

basis and have already registered many new students for next year.  To help us plan, if your child will 

not be attending St. Jerome (with the exception of grade 6 students) we ask that you please write a note 

to your child’s teacher or contact the school office to let us know as soon as possible. 

 
 

Snack/Hot Lunch Coordinator 

 
WANTED FOR THE 2009-10 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

SNACK/HOT LUNCH COORDINATOR 

 

 Would you love being at the school on a regular basis? Do you have an interest in providing healthy 

snacks and lunches (lunches-once every month-6 weeks) to our students? Do you like working with 

volunteers?   

 

If you do, then the snack coordinator position at St Jerome Science Academy may be the position for 

you. Transition into this rewarding position with the help of our present coordinator, Mandy.  A monthly 

honorarium is offered by St Jerome PAC to cover costs of the Coordinator position. This position is 

shareable and is open to members of the community as well as family members from St. Jerome. Access 

to a vehicle to go to the Food Bank every 2 weeks & do some grocery shopping from time to time is a 

must. Training in safe food handling is offered.   

 

If you are interested in making a positive impact on our students and want to learn more please call Rose 

at 477-2649 or Jodi at 478-9258 or drop by the Rundle Heights After School Care to  speak with Mandy 

about her experiences of the past year.  

 

Without a Snack Coordinator we cannot deliver this important program to our students! 

 



Library and Classroom Renovations 

 
St. Jerome will be experiencing renovations to the library and grade 5 classroom over the summer 

months starting some time in June.  As a result of these renovations, the library will be closing earlier 

than normal and the grade 5 classroom will be located in the science room.  We will also be creating a 

new computer lab during these renovations, and as such our current computer lab will also be closed and 

will not be available until next fall when the renovations are complete 

 

 

Library Closure 

 
In order to complete our library inventory the final day of library lending will be 

on Monday, June 1st.  

   

We are requesting that all library materials be returned to school by Friday, June 5
th

.  Thank 

you for your support.  

 

 

School Council Compost Sale Fundraiser 

 

The School Council compost fundraiser has been a large success once again this year in large part to the 

coordinated efforts of a number of dedicated parents.  Thank you to all the parents who organized this 

fundraiser and to all those who supported this event.  

 

 

Outdoor Naturalization Project & Outdoor Classroom 

 

As you are already aware, we are having the grande opening to our Outdoor Naturalization Project on 

June 5
th

 at 2:00 p.m. and again at 5:30 p.m.  A lot of planning, time, and effort has been 

put into this project over the past number of years and it will directly benefit the St. 

Jerome students of today and tomorrow. 

 

The staff of St. Jerome would like to thank the organizing committee for their 

commitment and determination put towards this project. 

 

 

Grade 6 Birch Bay Fundraisers 

 

The Grade 6 students had a fabulous time at their Birch Bay Trip, as did the parent volunteers who 

joined in on the activities.  We would like to thank all those who helped with the fundraising efforts to 

help offset the costs of this trip.   

 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 

 

To show our appreciation to the many volunteers who have helped to make St. 

Jerome the wonderful school that it is we are having a volunteer appreciation 



breakfast.  We have scheduled our breakfast for Thursday, June 11 from 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.  We hope to 

see you there! 

 

 

Father’s Day 

 

We would like to wish all the fathers and grandfathers at St. Jerome a very happy Father’s 

Day on June 21
st
.  Thank you for all you that you have done for St. Jerome and your 

children.  
 
 

 

Wasteless Wednesdays 

 

On the heels of Earth Day, the Green Group Environmental Club has been formed at St. Jerome.  

They have met and concluded that we can continue to help the earth by having wasteless 

Wednesday every Wednesday for the rest of the year.  From now until the end of the school year, 

every Wednesday is Wasteless Wednesday at St. Jerome!   

 

 Garbage free lunch! 

 No microwave use! 

 

Let’s work together for our planet! 

 

 

Year End Activities 

 

Volunteers Needed For Year-end Activities 

There are many activities scheduled for the students of St Jerome Science Academy at the end of the 

year. Some of these include the St. Jerome Fun Day and the Year-end Celebration with the Farewell to 

the Grade Six Students (during the day). With the help of parent volunteers these events run smoothly 

and are much enjoyed by all the students.  

 

At least 2 volunteers are needed to hand out cake to all the students on June 29
th

 just after the celebration 

in the school gym. Cake will be served to the students at 3:00 p.m. just outside the front of the school. 

(This is so the students can enjoy their cake in the beautiful outdoors and our wonderful Mr. Patrick can 

enjoy the beautiful indoors by having clean floors for a little longer!) 

 

As well, volunteers are needed for the free hot hamburger lunch held for the students on June 26. Help is 

needed with prepping, serving and cleanup.  Six volunteers would be great for this event.  

 

Please help make contact Rose at 780-477-2649, Jodi at 780-478-9258 or the school at 780-479-5847 if 

you can help with these or any of the fun events going on at the school in June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Jerome Fun Day (Survivor & Idol) 

 

The students of St. Jerome will be enjoying Friday, June 26, one of the last days of school, by being 

involved in Survivor during the morning followed by “St. Jerome Idol” in the afternoon.  A Hamburger 

lunch will be provided by School Council to all students, staff, and parent volunteers. 

 

 

Year End Celebration & Grade 6 Farewell 

 

Our Year End Celebration and Grade 6 Farewell will take place on Monday, June 29 at 

2:00 p.m. in the gym.  All parents and guardians are  

 

We will also be having a second farewell for the grade 6 students at 7:00 p.m. so that all 

parents who were unable to attend the afternoon celebration are able to celebrate with their 

son/daughter. 

 

Congratulations Grade Six Graduates: 

 

Agar   Amanda  Atong  Austin  Autumn  Cassidy  Cheyann 
Cody  Colton  Hope   Jake  Jessie   Jordan   Jenna 
Kasey  Lauren  Marc  Michelle  Tyler   Victoria 
 

 Provincial Achievement Tests 

 

Students in grades 3 and 6 will be writing their second round of Provincial Achievement Tests (P.A.T.) 

in June. The warm weather, as well as many outdoor sports programs, often makes it difficult for 

children to stay focused on their studies. We ask you to support your children in putting their best efforts 

into the final weeks of school.   

 

We encourage all parents to help their children to understand the importance of proper rest, nutrition and 

completion of homework and assignments. A good night’s sleep and healthy breakfast certainly help! 

 

The provincial achievement tests dates are listed below. 

 

June 
 

Date Grade Subject 

Tuesday, June 16 3 Language Arts Part B 

 6 Social Studies 

Wednesday, June 17 6 Language Arts Part B 

Thursday, June 18 3 Math 

 6 Math Part B 

Monday, June 22 6 Science 

 

 



School Council News 

 

News from the Parent Council 
It’s June! End of the school year- June, hot summery days -June. It seems like we just got rid of the 

snow and here we are looking summer in the face. In fact, just a couple of weeks ago we did have some 

snow. Thankfully, it didn’t stay on the ground. As we wind up the school year I’d like to pass on some 

Thank you’s and goodbyes.  

 

First of all, on behalf of Parent council and the students of St. Jerome Science Academy, I’d like to 

thank Ms. Mandy Ferguson for stepping in to take the role of Snack Coordinator for the majority of this 

school year.  Sadly, Mandy is with us as the Snack Coordinator for this year only and she will be 

leaving the position at the end of June. It was great knowing that our children were getting a snack on a 

daily basis. Please stop by Rundle Heights Out Of School Care, here in St Jerome Science Academy and 

let Mandy know that you appreciated her time and effort this past year.  We are now searching for a new 

Snack and Lunch Coordinator. If you or someone you know is interested in this role, please contact me 

or the school. We would like to have the program running within the first week in September 2009. 

 

Our annual compost sale was a successful event. Proceeds from the sale are not available yet, however 

over $6000 in compost was sold again this year. Thank you to those parents and St. Jerome alumni who 

volunteered their time to shovel compost (even in the pouring rain!), sell bedding plants & compost on 

the day of the sale and the Saturday after. A very BIG THANK YOU goes out to the students and staff 

of St. Jerome! Without their efforts much of the compost would not have been bagged and ready to go 

for the Saturday, May 9
th

 sale. Last year, only the second division students dug compost for the sale. 

This year all the students (K-6) took time out to help with the digging. Some children even returned 

after lunch on their Thursday afternoon off to help. It was wonderful to see our students working 

together alongside our amazing teachers. That shows what a strong sense of community the teachers and 

students are building at St. Jerome. Our children have learned, by example, to be good stewards of the 

community and the environment, to work together to reach a goal that benefits more than just 

themselves. Our children are taught on a daily basis how to work at becoming good citizens and 

stewards. Please take time out of your busy day to thank not only your child’s teacher but all the staff at 

St Jerome for the yearlong efforts made on behalf of our children. 

 

It is with joy and with sadness that we say goodbye to the students and parents of the St Jerome Grade 

Six Class. Some of these students and their families have been together at St Jerome since kindergarten 

and will now be moving off to different schools. On behalf of the parent council, I’d like to wish all the 

Grade 6 students congratulations and best wishes as they enter this new phase of their educational lives. 

Grade 6’s, your presence will be missed at the school. Thank you for your leadership contributions over 

the years.  The St. Jerome students and staff will be celebrating and saying farewell to the Grade 6’s on 

June 29
th

 at the yearend celebration assembly.  The Parent Council will once again be providing cake for 

all the students and staff to enjoy on that day. If you are able to help with serving the cake on that day, 

please call either myself or the school to volunteer. We need a minimum of 2 parents to help out.  

 

With the departure of our Grade 6 class to junior high school, we will be saying goodbye and thank you 

to the parents who have over the years volunteered for various events like the compost sale, cookie 

dough sales, casinos, picture days, and the Mad Scientist Balls and other parent council undertakings. A 

special thank you to Debbie Sellers who has been our treasurer and together with her husband Marc has 

coordinated the efforts of the Outdoor Naturalization committee for the last few years. Also thanks to 

Tessa Hrechka who has been parent council chair in the past and to Tom Vermeeren, who has served as 

a science liaison and even took a stint at treasurer for one year.  And a very special thank you also goes 



out to Chantelle Dozorec who has been the uniform coordinator since St. Jerome adopted a uniform 

policy, the cookie sale guru, our casino chairperson, and even recording secretary in a pinch. Thank you 

for the time you have all selflessly given over the last number of years. 

 

Thank you also goes out to the returning parents of St. Jerome who have helped with lunches, various 

functions, fundraising initiatives and served in positions on council. Without your involvement we could 

not do the things we do for our students, staff and school.  

 

Our final parent council meeting is on June 10
th

 at 630pm. It will be a short meeting to wrap 

things up for the year and a celebratory potluck. Please come and join us even if you have not 

been to a meeting before.  

 

I hope all the staff, students and families of the St. Jerome school community have a wonderful summer 

filled with rest, relaxation, and a little bit of fun thrown in.  May the summer give you refreshment and 

may you find joy in all that God has given us in such abundance. 

 

Regards, 

Rose Schwarz-Molzan 

2008/09 Chairperson, St. Jerome Science Academy 

780-477-2649 
 

 

School Uniforms 

 

St. Jerome School is identifiable not only as a science academy but also as a uniform 

school.  Please ensure that your child(ren) have adequate school uniform clothing to wear 

for the remainder of the school year.  If your child(ren) are outgrowing their uniforms 

please stop by the office and pick up a uniform order form.   

 

Please note that jeans are not to be worn at St. Jerome and that if wearing shorts they too 

must be navy blue in colour.  Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. 

 

School Supply Lists for 2009-10 

 

 

St. Jerome together with the School Council is happy to offer the parents of St. Jerome the 

opportunity to pre-purchase pre-packaged school supplies for the 2009-10 school year.  

Teachers at each grade level have established a supply list of required materials and have 

sent this to Write-On Stationary Supplies who will then package the materials at a 

competative price.  Please note that this is not a fundraiser but an opportunity to purchase 

the necessary school supplies without having to go shopping in late August. 

 

The Write-On Stationary Supplies order form will be sent home on June 8
th

.  If you would like to 

purchase supplies simply complete the form and return it with a cheque.  Supplies will be delivered to 

the students on their first day of school, September 2, 2009. 

 

Regular supply lists will also be included in your child’s report card at the end of the year. 

 

 



Lost & Found Items 

 

As is always the case at this time of year our Lost and Found box is full of items left behind by the 

students.  All items from the box will be displayed in the school during the last week and we ask that 

you please claimany items which belong to your child(ren).  Any unclaimed items will be donated to 

charity on June 30
th

.  

 

 

Report cards 

 

Report Cards will be distributed to the students just prior to dismissal on Monday, June 29
th

, 3:20 p.m. 

Report cards will not be given out prior to this time.   

 

If your family is leaving early on holidays we would be happy to mail the report card to you.  Please 

provide a 9 x 12 self- addressed stamped envelope ($1.10 postage) to the office for 

this purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Holidays 

 

The last day of classes for all students at St. Jerome is Monday, June 29
th.

   Dismissal for the summer 

break will be at 3:20 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent’s Message –June 2009 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart . . .    

    and he will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

Another school year is coming to an end with all of our students closing different chapters of their lives in our schools.  

For some students, it may be the much anticipated graduation after grade 12;  for others, it is the changing of schools or 

simply saying good-bye to a much loved teacher and a group of classmates. Our graduates have important decisions to 

make as they move on to post-secondary education or the world of work. I wish all of our grade 12 students much success 

and God’s guidance as they journey along this important stage of their lives. 

 

Twice every school year, in October and in May, all school districts in Alberta receive a report card of their performance. 

This report card, the Accountability Pillar, is prepared by Alberta Education and measures student achievement, the 

quality of learning opportunities, and reports on survey results gathered from parents, students and school staff. I am 

pleased to report that, once again, Edmonton Catholic Schools has shown improvement in several areas.  

 

The measures of School Improvement, Drop Out Rate, and Program of Studies improved, and the measures of Safe and 

Caring Schools, Education Quality and Citizenship improved significantly. No measures declined and there were no 

issues or concerns identified. These are excellent results and I thank all school staffs and parents for working together to 

make our schools such excellent learning environments for our students.  The May 2009 Accountability Pillar summary is 

part of our Three -Year Strategic Education Plan which can be viewed on our website – www.ecsd.net after June 23rd.  

 

Inspiring Education: A Dialogue with Albertans  is an opportunity to shape the future of education in Alberta.  David 

Hancock, Minister of Education, invites Albertans to share their perspective on the future of education in Alberta by 

participating in on-line conversations or by participating in a public meeting.  Information about the June 20th public 

meeting in Edmonton is available at the Inspiring Education website:  

 http://www.inspiringeducation.alberta.ca/BecomeInvolved/tabid/61/Default.aspx 

 

Earlier this school year, we partnered with Edmonton Public Library in a project to provide free library cards to all of our 

students. In the four months of implementing this project, more than 7,000 library applications were processed! Thanks to 

the dedicated teachers and school administrators who made this happen. 

 

During this past month of May, our schools and sites celebrated “Care for Creation Day”, a day dedicated to focusing on 

how we are called to practise ecological responsibility and to care for the earth. 

 

May God continue to bless each of you as you begin the summer season – hopefully a summer filled with many safe and 

enjoyable activities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

     Joan Carr 

     Superintendent 

 

     

http://www.ecsd.net/
http://www.inspiringeducation.alberta.ca/BecomeInvolved/tabid/61/Default.aspx


         

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learn about all the fun summer programs for your children 

and youth (and you!) 

  
Free BBQ  

Ente rtainment  
Games 

  

Phone Terri at 780-442-1392 for more info 

Summer Fun  
in your  

Neighbourhood!  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

A Free Family Party  

At the  

Abbottsfield Recre ation 

Centre (ARC)  

3010ñ119 Avenue  

  

Saturday, June 20, 2009 

12:00 Noon ñ 3:00 pm 
  

 



The Abbottsfield Youth Project 
 

Invites you to join us at our: 
 

 

 

FREE SUMMER PROGRAM 2009 

July and August 

 

Children ages 6-12 years 

Daily field trips 

 

Donõt delay! Space is limited to a maximum of 20 children per 2 week 

session 

 

Pick up your registration packages at your schoolõs office 

 

Come join us, make new friends and have lots of fun! 

 

 

Sponsored by:  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


